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transgender groups for survey samples, this age divide means that
they will likely exclude many younger people and, as a result, de-
\ scribe only a narrow range of transgender identities in their work.

(RE)DEFINING TRANSGENDER EXPERIENCES
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/ Our approach in undertaking this research was that cross-
dressing, transsexuality, and other transgender identities are no less
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Shannon has received support for hir identity from the people
closest to hir, except from hir mother. Ze states:

it kind of blew her mmd SHedccused me of doing too much
reading in graduate school, where I was going for an M.A. in
Women’s Studies and, presumably, was having my mind poi-

soned by the unrealistic gender notions of radical feminists. . . .
She believes that it’s natural for there to be only two genders/
sexes. . . . So she rejects out of hand the entire premise that
gender is socially constructed, that there can be any division be-
tween sex and gender identity (although she accepts my trans
aunt—mostly, T think, because my aunt transitioned entirely to
the “other side,” so her gender identity is still understandable
and remains within the comfortable binary), and that any nonbi-
nary gender identity can exist. In short, she thinks I'm incredibly
deluded, unrealistic, and out-of-touch with (her) “reality.”

Genderqueer respondents who sought to have other people re-
fer to them using a different name or gender-neutral pronouns en-
countered some of the greatest hostility. The individuals they knew
who were antagonistic toward genderqueer identities frequently
expressed this disapproval through their unwillingness to use the
appropriate, nongendered language, even after being corrected.
When "Ron asked to be called by this name (which is a portion
of hir former name) and by gender—neutral pronou some people
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SENYING THAT ANYTHING WAS WRONG
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ENCOUNTERING RESISTANCE TO A NONBINARY
GENDER EXPRESSION OR IDENTITY



men), and heterosexual people (individuals who are emotion-
ally, physically, and sexually attracted to people of a different
gender).

\

TRANSGENDER: Transgender is used as an umbrella term for any-
one who transgresses or blurs traditional gender categories,
inclusive of female-to-male and male-to-female transsexuals,
cross-dressers, drag queens and kings, genderqueers, gender
blenders, two-spirit people, androgyny, and other self-defined
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PART 1. DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

gender-variant people.
Pieasevkeep-imumind-has we will not report any “group” data for
groups tif may be small enough to compromise siu—-Inswea,
ke demographic! information. Please remember that you Sy
have to answer any question(s) about which you feel uncomfortable.

1. What was the sex assigned to you at birth?
o female
o male

\ 2. What is your gender identity?
\ o woman
o man

o transgender, please specify
o other (please specify)
. What is your gender expression?

o feminine
o masculine
o transgender, please specify
o other (please specify)

4. What is your sexual orientation?
o bisexual
o gay
o lesbian
o heterosexual
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Sewese shar she was transgender for thirty-four years, during which
=mme “her] life was wrought with alcoholism, substance abuse,
f ~covering other transgender people via
yos/cd [her] life, but not before [she] went
shroush many more battles w/ . ler]self.”

Some of the transsexual mal’ participants also related stories
of fecling forced to assume traditional female gender roles by their
families, particularly by their mothers. Mighgel W.)3 mother tried
hard to make him as feminine as she coule her, he as-
sumed a “sorority-girl appearance” in high ss_fol and even entered
2 junior miss pageant. He gradually became more ine_in ke
gender expression when he left home to attend s}:“:f"i °;::;g;::g
white, nontransitioning FTM interviewee, “went into deniaM..-
feeling male when he was a young, preschool-aged, child.” He had
announced to his mother that he wan”iicoriza.a boy, to which
she responded by threatening to repl&d@s typically male
toys with dolls and to make hi dresses and have long hair

s o na¥ygelor identity i e )
adorned with ribbons. In a paj dsudes o andf;:[(-:;nt;ho:‘n:m‘(“m
-of-touc] A “reality.”

eorealnc,

really want to be a boy” and thereafter repressed his ge
ings for several decades.
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For many of the heterosexual FTM individuals in the study,
identifying as butch lesbians initially satisfied their desire to date
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«patural” or “legitimate” ynmmiEdnminan gender categories of
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and/or men. AieEllirdettiesdiiiiile Lewi.s PR

peey models NSRRI he process by which individuals
come to identify as transsexual \uiusncnydilia offers a four-stage

schema of QNSSERNE “becoming” iisseiuidiiem personal and so-
cial NS transformation, phemetypiestranstormationyme ritcm
crmefoEmTa oSS 1 0VC from a state of SR confusion
adre ; to ﬂ

wemenmand-hnadyme rejecting m
themselves as a “natural woman.” dfispassetalisiprocesssishey

hermones-and-sargersy.

Lewi e siiSesesvansismpemgdelsehny starts wirlnaviFReim -
vesualsPhavifiga-semse® “abiding anxiety,” hecwasgsmd feeling
uncomfortable with @i gender ssignmenmslonthessccondesians,
oSy they WNgES [carn JiNRmmaSSeERlY and recognize
theg gender ssemsigionzis possibleilrowienss, they deny shatshistdes-
tiiappliestowhesy in theliisgdmmge, ‘purging and delay.” dufeifi-

nalbw acceptmg themselves as transsexual womeRiSwagetitg, they

pursue “sex reassignment” (iiligaeissliilf achieve “invisibility” as
imelrvidhiesiO fiauvbeen assigned @R at birth (SRS

Lew1's AETPETE o Smlilenpect-thal someopesnd® (1101
tions viiliieilonsersidenglfy as transgender. Lewids acghigsntimt

Rt ividhwalsiligstsilfoe “ disappear” as transSexusinanddvide

; ing-socia vith GF anssexu md1v1duals Al-
though some do follow thlS path many transsexual women and
men openly acknowledge their transgender histories today and take
pride in this identity, rather than considering it shameful or stigma-
tizing and seeking to become invisible (Bornstein 1994; Feinberg
1998; Green 2004). They recognize that being transsexual does not
make them any less of a woman or man.

Another weakness of the models of Lewins and Bolin is that
they have gender reassignment or confirmation surgery as the final
and natural outcome of their developmental processes. But as Bolin
(1994) states in her subsequent research, more and more transsexual
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THE CLIMATE NERNPRIISSENRER PEOPLE

I have been omenismesisiusmetsheinamtiieg hiding
wewewEdie | hove had i sangesicesponsesseiibie.
S8 loss pigebsy-family-andssuppos-sysiens, Vviolent gag-
ommsionssamp! refusal of health care, imahilitytosfing housing,
&mand Mﬂd

wending-somesfamili§ glatienships; making mew: friends,
W society at large.
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beveral terms are used to describe institutional or organizational
contexts, including psychological climate, organizational climate,
and organizational culture (Parker et al. 2003). Climate can be

m perception and.. descrlptlon (Rous-

ISTITIE irrcivig l and Wﬂd conceptuahza-
tions (““ labelmg them psychologzcal m
climaig, respectively (} .
Glick (1985), researchers concerned w1th md1v1dua1 perceptions
focus on psychological climate, whereas organizational climate is
investigated when organizational attributes are of interest” (602).
Since individual perceptions were of greatest interest in the founda-
tional research for this book, our review will focus on psychologi-
cal climate.

Psychological climate is frequently measured by considering the
beliefs and experiences of different population groups, including
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Lewis Figun Westbrook (he/they) will always prefer their bio be
some kind of joke but apparently that isn’t very professional.
They are a queer writer of too many genres and artist of too
many things. Lewis grew up in New Jersey where the trees are
thick enough to inspire fantasies of magic and a suspicion of
secrets in the most mundane places. They now live in Utah
with their partners and found family. There, the buildings
are short enough to remind you that an adventure is always
closer than you expect. He is currently published in Love Gone
Wrong, a horror anthology, and BarBar, an online literary
magazine. They’ve also printed many different zines. Find
them on most social media @lewisrllw or look for them in local
queer shops (bonus parts if they have books or art!).






